Crown bouncers found guilty in assault case
By court reporter Sarah Farnsworth
Updated 7 May 2013, 8:29pm

Two Crown Casino bouncers have been found guilty of violently assaulting two patrons in 2011.
Security staff Quoch Tran, 34, and Jacques Fucile, 31, were on trial for assaulting Olivia Ferguson and Matthew Anderson when they restrained the couple at the casino two years ago.
The jury was told the bouncers abused their positions of power and used unnecessary force when the couple were slammed to the floor after Ms Ferguson slapped one of them.
The court heard Mr Anderson suffered a broken nose and elbow in the fracas.
The bouncers' lawyers argued they had acted in self-defence and in accordance with their training.
However, the jury found Tran guilty of assault and intentionally causing injury and Fucile guilty of intentionally causing injury.
A third bouncer Nicholas Levchenko was cleared of assault charges.
All three men were convicted of false imprisonment.
The court heard Olivia Ferguson and her partner Matthew Anderson were violently thrown to the floor of the casino after their friend, Anthony Dunning, 40, was asked to leave for being drunk in April 2011.
Dunning was later held in what the casino refers to as "the shut down" position and died four days later in hospital.
Prosecutor Andrew Tinney, SC, told the jury Ms Ferguson was slammed to the floor with unnecessary force and pinned down after she slapped Tran.
The jury heard she was forcibly held down and called names before her partner was also thrown to the ground and restrained "like an animal".
Security footage
The court has now released security vision of the drama captured by the casino's CCTV system.
The footage shows bouncer Matthew Lawson approach Dunning who stands alone, swaying and trying to use his phone.
Within a few minutes, Ms Ferguson and Mr Anderson are seen talking to their friend, surrounded by bouncers, as they try to coax him into leaving.
As the trio are escorted from the venue by a large group of bouncers, Ms Ferguson is seen to slap Tran.
The court heard she struck him after believing he had insulted her friend.
The video then shows Tran throwing Ms Ferguson to the ground and putting his weight on her. She does not appear to resist and lies still beneath him.
While his partner is thrown to the ground, Mr Anderson can be seen falling backwards as bouncers, including Levchenko and Fucile, push him down on the floor.
He was then turned over with force, his face hitting the floor as his arms were held back.
The vision from the cameras show Ms Ferguson as she was taken through a series of corridors by at least five bouncers.
She was held in a twisted wrist lock before being ejected onto the street.
Mr Anderson, who appears in pain as his broken arm is held back, was taken to a different exit.
Last year, three other bouncers - Mr Lawson, Benjamin Vigo and Cameron Sanderson - were found not guilty of charges relating to Dunning's death.
A short time ago Crown Casino released a statement.
It says Crown has been advised of the jury's verdict and is considering its implications.
The statement says Crown is not in a position to make any further comment.


Questions

1. What Tort have the Defendants committed?

2. Have the Defendants committed Assault? If so why?  
*Apply the three principles of Assault

3. Have the Defendants committed Battery? If so why? 
*Apply the three principles of Battery

4. Have the Defendants committed False Imprisonment? If so why? 
*Apply the three principles of False Imprisonment
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